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Synopsis

American Grotesque is a lavish retrospective of grotesque, occult, and erotic images by the
forgotten Hollywood photographer William Mortensen (18974 “1965), an innovative pictorialist
visionary whom Ansel Adams called the "Antichrist" and to whom Anton LaVey dedicated The
Satanic Bible.Mortensen’s countless technical innovations and inspired use of special effects
prefigures the development of digital manipulation and Photoshop. Includes a gallery of more than
one hundred striking photographs in duotone and color, many of them previously unseen, and

accompanying essays by Mortensen and others on his life, work, techniques, and influence.
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Customer Reviews

Beautiful book by an under appreciated photographer. Ansel Adams called him the antichrist, at
least in regards to other photographers. I'm still puzzling over exactly what he meant, since the
remark was clearly intended to include photographers only. Maybe he meant that Mortensen went
where no one else did, and photographed in a way that brought light to dangerous subjects. If so, he
succeeded brilliantly.l was marginally aware of the man, and had seen maybe one or two of his
images. But, this book has simply left me awestruck. As | thumbed through the pages the first time
through, | kept thinking "How could | not know of this guy?".Very beautiful, disturbing, funny,
perplexing book. Thanks to Feral Press for publishing it. And, to the authors for having the ambition

to put it all together.



The editors and publisher who republished Mortensen’s "The Command to Look" have also
produced this absolutely gorgeous collection of Mortensen’s photographs. Beautifully bound, and
with additional essays that perfectly accompany the photos, this is a book very worth having in

one’s library.

A long overdue retrospective of a photographic pioneer. Mortensen developed intricate processes of
image texturing, but was overshadowed by his creation of extravagant and fantastic tableaux and
portraits that range from abject horror to sublime beauty. Extremely well illustrated and designed,
authors Lytle, Coleman, and Moynihan give us insight into this unique artist. In particular, Larry

Lytle’s biographical entry brings this eccentric genius to vivid life. Highly recommended.

Phenomenal book on one of American cultural history’s most overlooked treasures, Willliam
Mortensen. Elegantly designed and very well researched and written, this is the definitive book on
this artist. The book is clearly organized and filled with many never before seen images that will for
years to come validate William Mortensen as one of the few occupants of the parthenon of truly

great American Visionary artists.

In this era when the history of photography is moving faster than ever, my faith in our collective
culture was redeemed upon seeing this book was forthcoming. Mortensen was a trail blazing great
who was buried and silenced by the louder and stronger voices of our time. This book does his
brilliant work justice, finally, and is supported by great essays as well. My only wish for the future

would be for this book to become required reading for any art student today.

Never heard of William Mortensen? Neither did | until recently, and | thought | knew a lot about
photography. Mortensen fell into obscurity after his death in the 1960s and is experiencing a
modestly-sized revival, due to the resonance his fantastic analog imagery has on today’s more
receptive audience. The cover of this book is truth-in-advertising - Mortensen’s heavily retouched
photos could pass for stills from an alternate universe in which the Hays Production Code never
took effect and 1930s Hollywood was as lurid, macabre, and explicit as possible. In other words, this
is a creative world in which jazz age nudes, Goya-inspired torture scenes, witchcraft, freaks,
monsters, and violence are readily available.lt is also a world with some exceptional portraits in
period costume, as one might expect from a photographer who worked in publicity for movie studios

during the silent era. These portraits would be a centerpiece in any photographer’s portfolio, or any



actor’s collection of head shots. You will not be surprised that Mortensen knew, and admired, Lon
Chaney Sr.This book contains crisp, clear reproductions of many of Mortensen’s surviving photos
(most of which are full-page), thoughtful essays from a biographical, technical, and artistic
perspective, and a reprinting of one of Mortensen’s own essays (with full coauthor credit finally
given to Mortensen’s ghostwriter George Dunham). Given that Mortensen’s subject matter leans
towards the outrA© and outrageous, there are some images that lean heavily towards kitsch or
camp (and he degenerated into straightforward cheesecake near the end of his career), but most of
what is shown here is among the most amazing (if not disturbing) fantasy art of the 20th Century.

This book is highly recommended.

William Mortensen was one of the most imaginative photographers to hit the Hollywood scene. This
is your chance to see some of the best of his erotic work showing the beauty Hollywood actresses

in the 20’s and 30’s.Julian Wasser

You can simply Google his work and decide if you want a hard copy. Mortensen’s work is dark,
classy, and a little erotic but not in a vulgar way. It’s like the perfect imagery for Bataille’s "Death and
Sensuality".

Download to continue reading...

American Grotesque: The Life and Art of William Mortensen William Shakespeare’s Tragedy of the
Sith’s Revenge: Star Wars Part the Third (William Shakespeare’s Star Wars) William Shakespeare’s
The Clone Army Attacketh: Star Wars Part the Second (William Shakespeare’s Star Wars) Stella
Adler on America’s Master Playwrights: Eugene O’Neill, Thornton Wilder, Clifford Odets, William
Saroyan, Tennessee Williams, William Inge, Arthur Miller, Edward Albee LIFE The Royal Wedding
of Prince William and Kate Middleton: Expanded, Commemorative Edition (Life (Life Books)) Tiger
Writing: Art, Culture, and the Interdependent Self (The William E. Massey Sr. Lectures in the History
of American Civilization) Color: American Photography Transformed (William & Bettye Nowlin
Series in Art, History, and Culture of the Western Hemisphere) Art: Painting For Artists - Styles:
Acrylic And Oil Painting (art history, art books, art theory, art techniques Book 2) William Penn and
the Quaker Legacy (Library of American Biography Series) American Gothic Tales (William
Abrahams) The Actor’s Art and Craft: William Esper Teaches the Meisner Technique The Art of
William Morris in Cross Stitch Art of Stained Glass Church Windows In Northeast Pennsylvania
(William Moerbeke) Masters of Sex: The Life and Times of William Masters and Virginia Johnson,

the Couple Who Taught America How to Love William Shakespeare: His Life and Times (Historical


http://ebookslight.com/en-us/read-book/011eO/american-grotesque-the-life-and-art-of-william-mortensen.pdf?r=Jk7jE%2BKck%2BS6EZLlQeEx4gHj1Z4HSVyzo%2FECcX5BjFQ%3D

Notebooks) Wild Bill: The Legend and Life of William O. Douglas Wisecracker: The Life and Times
of William Haines, Hollywood’s First Openly Gay Star William N. Copley: Reflection on a Past Life
William Tecumseh Sherman: In the Service of My Country: A Life The Greatest Knight: The

Remarkable Life of William Marshal, the Power Behind Five English Thrones

Dmca


http://ebookslight.com/en-us/dmca

